Newman
Central
Catholic
High
School

2022



Newman
Central
Catholic
High
School

Logo, Mark
& Signature




Ryan Sotelo
Sterling, lllinois
October 2021

Contents

Mark
Logo
Signature

Applications




My, how things
have changed

Since Newman was founded, a lot has
changed. Embroidered letter jackets
have given way to screen printed
sweatshirts, television cabinets have
given way to touch screen smart
phones while painted signs have given
way to digitial media.

As technology has changed, so too
have the technical limitations and
graphic design challenges schools
face to communicate their idenities to
the communities they serve. Today,
schools have to be able to make a
mark not only on large signage but
also on tiny patches of digital screens
made up of only a few hundred pixels.

Newman's new mark for 2022 and
beyond harkens back to the earliest
designs, eliminates the border
completely, needs only a single color,
increases contrast around the cross
element and reduces complexity
altogether. The new mark is simpler
and more legible: consisting of an N,
a'C', a cross and nothing else.

one color
mediocre legibility

one colors

blue + gray
negative space
interlaced letters
border introduced
low contrast

one color
blue + white
legible at small scales

three (two?) colors
cross added to letters
gray becomes much lighter

three colors

thin outline vs thick type
increased complexity

gray becomes slightly darker

three colors

thin outline vs thick type
illegible at small scales
border thicker

one color

consistent stroke width
more contrast around cross
legible at small scales
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Removing the border element, the mark immediately becomes sharper and
can now be reproduced at smaller sizes. It also makes the 'N'and the 'C’
regain their independence.

The cross element is retained but is modified so the horizontal bar has more
space separating it from the top of the 'C'. The horizontal bar remains more
than half way up the vertical bar so as to continue to read as a cross.

Finally, the diagonal part of the 'N" which might be seen through the center of
the 'C'is removed. This increases the amount of contrast of the cross
element where the horizontal bar intersects the vertical bar.

The end result is a new and improved mark which performs better and
works in more applications than the current mark, while it stays true to its
heritage. It is simpler - indeed, it can be produced with a marker. It is more
legible. It can, and should, be rendered in only one color.




‘ A designer knows he has achieved perfection
not when there is nothing left to add, but when
there is nothing left to take away.

- Antonie de Saint-Exupery

Since Newman was founded, a lot has changed. Embroidered letter
jackets have given way to screen printed sweatshirts, television cabnets

have given way to touchscreen smart phones and painted signs have
given way to interactive websites.

As technology has changed, so too have the technical limitations and
graphic design challenges schools face to communicate their idenities to
the communities they serve. Today, schools have to be able to make a
mark not only on large signage but also on tiny patches of digital screens
made up of only a few hundred pixels.

Newman's new mark for 2022 and beyond harkens back to the earliest
designs, eliminates the border completely, relies on a single color,
increases contrast around the cross element and reduces complexity
altogether. The new mark simpler and more legible: consisting of an 'N', a
'C', a cross and nothing else.
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A slab serif typeface allows the 'N'and the 'C' of the mark to match
with the first letters of the words 'Newman' and 'Central' in the logo.
It also evens out the thickness of the strokes of the letter forms -
making it easier to reproduce at small scales. It's also reminiscent of
the boxy lettering of letter jackets and jerseys from past decades.

In addition to a more consistent stroke thickness, the type's normal
weight is also thicker by default. This makes it unnecessary touse a
bold version of the typeface as the current logo does. All of this
makes it more legible.

The typeis also more geometric, which makes it more memorable. In
the new logo, the 'O'letters of the words 'CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL!
are perfect circles; the 'C'and 'G' letters are made of parts of perfect
circles with a serif or two added on.
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod
tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Fames eu dolor leo
interdum diam nullam consequat pellentesque consequat facilisis. Ornare
rhoncus potenti velit praesent sagittis class maximus convallis ante pretium
lectus sodales dui posuere. Habitasse maecenas etiam iaculis arcu blandit
dictum dolor et varius diam suspendisse semper vivamus. Phasellus proin
duis feugiat imperdiet bibendum elementum sem iaculis. Consequat augue
mi class euismod lacus feugiat potenti.

Dignissim odio curae per augue maecenas dapibus suscipit aptent sagittis
nisl sodales netus. Posuere fringilla tempus fermentum porta aptent
hendrerit vivamus varius eros dapibus urna lacinia laoreet.
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old vs new

B Youl 4F New ¢t bran »/» Palet C Crea

The new mark performs on stationary, in digital
media and even on apparel. In every context,

each of its three elements is sharp and legible.

No additional colors are needed to highlight the

cross element. The cross onthe new mark is

readable and impressive. It stands out without
use of a second color or special styling. Now,

it has 'room to breathe'.
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